











The use of vasectomised rams in sheep
flocks is commonplace, but why would you
vasectomise a bull? Bulls are excellent heat
detectors and there is some evidence that
the mere presence of a bull can make cows
cycle, though this effect is not as potent as
in sheep.

Heat Detection

Like most males, bulls are pretty relentless
with members of the opposite sex, so they
make it very obvious to farm staff which
cows are on heat.

One could point out that cows can do the
same job, but they are not as determined as
bulls and they should not spend all their
energy chasing other cows. Furthermore,
bulls can be rotated so they have nice rests
to keep their energy up and do not mope
around knackered with bloodshot eyes.

The Bull Effect

Many farmers and advisors swear by the
ability of a bull to make anoestrous cows
cycle. Opinion is divided on this so a Mid-
Canterbury vet published a study in 2008
that attempted to measure this effect.

Although vasectomised bulls were found to
increase the 21 day submission rate by an
extra 7%, there was no statistically
significant improvement in empty rate.

This shows that there was NO net shift of
late cows into the early calving group as
seen with CIDRing. This suggests that the
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extra cows served did not hold in-calf and
perhaps that they were not actually on

heat. Submission rate is heavily influenced
by the people recording the bulling cows
and it is perhaps not surprising that in
farms where they had agreed to run
vasectomised bulls with the herd they
reported an increase in oestrus detection. It
also goes to show, that as with most things,
the quality is as important as the quantity;
oestrus detection needs to be accurate and
efficient.

The Procedure

So long as they have reached puberty and
are in good general condition, yearlings are
ideal as vasectomised bulls. It is essential to
test for BVD beforehand as introducing a
BVD-carrier bull into the herd will spread
infection through the cows during mating,
leading to infertility, embryonic loss and
abortion. The standard beef and dairy
breeds are ideal. If using Holstein Friesian or
European breeds, remember that they
generally reach puberty later and can
become too weighty. It is best if
vasectomised bulls are retired at three to
four years of age due to size.

The operation is minor and quick. Keep
some of your bull calves and get them
vasectomised between weaning and one
year of age, the younger the better. The
bulls are sedated and a small incision is
made under local anaesthetic before
removing a segment of the tube which is
then tested to ensure success.

Run the vasectomised bulls at a ratio of
1:100. Courting is physically and
emotionally draining, so carry twice as
many so that they can be rotated, for
example two days on, two days off.

Precautions

It is vital to consider the extra bulls the
property must carry have and how they will
be accommodated. There are the standard
risks of fighting and damage to stock, staff
and plant.

Vasectomies need to be done well in
advance so some foresight is needed and
they should never be done less than six
weeks from the start of mating because
there will be some residual sperm cells “in
the pipe”.

A higher ratio of bulls will be needed if
cows have been synchronised or treated as
non-cyclers while Al is being performed.

The same risks of transmitting venereal
diseases exist since the bulls will still mount
cows. So the standard advice of bull
selection and vaccination against at least
BVD and lepto exist.

Running vasectomised bulls is an
established tool for helping staff detect
heats and maximising the early conception
rate. It is a good life for the bulls, their
feedback is dependably positive.

Greg Chambers, Oamaru Clinic



Treatment options ‘4
for your herd: Eril

Lactating Dairy Cow
gold standard treatment:

=== EPRINEX® POUR-ON
E;;ﬁ"‘{& * The most potent broad spectrum endectocide ever developed

Pour-On tor Gati and Doer High potency broad spectrum control of internal and external parasites
‘ Only EPRINEX has label claim for increased milk production.
Controls internal and external parasites
Weatherproof - extensively tested in a wide range of climatic conditions
Nil meat, milk and bobby calf withholding periods (cattle)
1 mL/10kg dose rate

Get more out of your cows — use Eprinex

One shot of EPRINEX® can increase milk production across the whole season. And unlike other products out
there, we’ve got the facts and figures to show it. Extensive EPRINEX field studies show average increased milk
yields of 0.6 litres of milk a day'. Or 0.03/kgMS per cow per day. Do the humbers and you’re talking an extra
$42 per cow per season. For the average New Zealand dairy farm that’s a $15,000 bonus each year*. Nil milk or
meat withholding allows treatment during lactation, which can really pay-off. It can even increase grazing time
and improve conception rates. So give your stock the best treatment available. Use EPRINEX now for superior
performing cows, and fatter returns.

*Based on an average herd size of 350 and pay out of $5.70/kgMS. 1. McPherson et al, 2001. NZ Veterinary Journal 49 (3), 106-110.

EprinexX &

‘ELITRE 1.
5 FREE

WHEN YOU PURCHASE 3 X 5L EPRINEX® POUR-ON YOU WILL RECEIVE ONE 5L FREE. OFFER IS NOT AVAILABLE WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION
AND WHILE STOCKS LAST.

| PROUDLY AVAILABLE FROM VETLIFE.

2 nn?@u ‘ Merial is the Animal Health subsiduary of sanofi-aventis. MERIAL NZ LTD | LEVEL 3, MERIAL BUILDING, OSTERLEY WAY, MANUKAU CITY.
MVWMEHIALT\NCAHE.CO.NEI REGISTERED PURSUANT TO THE ACVM ACT 1997 NO. A7191 | SEE WWW.NZFSA.GOVT.NZ/ACVM/ FOR REGISTRATION CONDITIONS | NZ-10-EPR-090
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Ashburton/Banks Peninsula Colin Cromie 027 281 4708

Mark McCormick 027 333 1782

Craig Straw 027 228 9411
Des Bowman 0274 335 255
Malcolm Clapperton 027 222 5721
Maurie Niles 027 4800 594

arama Nicola Joyce 027 433 3240
Garry Marsh 027 227 7881
Clinic phone 03 465 7613

E- N L

Vetlife Temuka Vetlife Dunsandel

P 03 615 7352 F 03 615 5254 E temuka@vetlife.co.nz P 03 325 4155 F 03 325 4156 E dunsandel@vetlife.co.nz

Vetlife Timaru Vetlife Methven

P 03 684 8181 F 03 684 8180 E timaru@vetlife.co.nz P 03 302 8603 F 03 302 8228 E methven@vetlife.co.nz

Vetlife Pleasant Point Vetlife Little River

P03 614 7777 F 03 614 7701 E pleasantpoin tlife.co.nz P 03 325 1006 F 03 325 1053 E littleriver@vetlife.co.nz

Vetlife Oxford Vetlife Omarama

P 03 312 4882 F 03 312 4190 E oxford@vetlife.co.nz P 03 438 9890 F 03 438 9699 E omarama@vetlife.co.nz

Vetlife Fairlie y )
P 03 685 8884 F 03 685 8085 E failie@vetlife.co.nz

ge[gifgﬁés?g;;;g} 308 2452 E ashburton@vetlife.co.nz WWW- Vetl Ife " co ' n Z

B

Vetlife Damaru
P 03 434 8079 F 03 434 8059 E oamaru@vetlife.co.nz

Vetlife Glenavy :
P 03 689 2600 F 03 689 2660 E glenavy@vetlife.co.nz

Vetlife Waikouaiti
P 03 465 7613 F 03 465 8094 E waikouaiti@vetlife.co.nz

MyPetSheop

the piace for people who love fhed pefs
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